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 A Message from the Diocesan 
Spiritual Advisor  
Years ago, I sat down to read the book The Last Temptation 
by Nikos Kazantzakis.  I couldn’t finish it at the time.  I 
bailed out when the novel created the scenario where Jesus 
failed his last temptation – he stepped down from the cross 
before his death, married Mary Magdalene and lived, 
unfulfilled, unsatisfied and discontented for the rest of his 
days. 

I couldn’t face the prospect of such a human Jesus, unable to rise above the challenges of 
temptations.  (Don’t cross the book off your reading list – read it, or watch the Martin Scorsese 
film, and recognise how you respond to the challenges of your life - and consider your own walk 
with Jesus along The Way.) 
I was reminded of this book because at the end of January I went on a 6 Day walk; the Overland 
Track, in Tasmania.  It was billed as a special interest walk with the theme Sacred Geography. I 
joined, seeing it as a pilgrimage – an opportunity to deliberately immerse myself in an outer 
unfamiliar, physical landscape (alpine and glaciated), while at the same time undertaking an 
inner mental, emotional and spiritual challenge, and maybe to find, as I let go of my security, 
insights to my own darkness. 
Does that sound like an early Lent journey to you? 
Let me assure you it worked on all levels.  Just between you and me (and I’m whispering this bit) 
over this walk I recognised that throughout my life I’ve had a tendency to give up, to turn back 
just before I’ve reached the goal, or the end.  To stop and turn back when I panic and realise I’ve 
lost sight of the security of the safety of the norm, rather than continuing on just a bit longer to the 
new that my fingers are close to grasping. 
Or to use Kazantzakis image, to step down from the cross just before the moment that leads to 
life in its fullness. 
I know I’m a bit privileged to have been able to make this pilgrimage walk.  The Cradle Mountain 
National Park is described as a place of exceptional natural beauty.  I travelled with the 
Tasmanian Walking company who, as well as looking after transport to and from the park, 
provided food and shelter and two exceptionally knowledgeable guides to provide for my bodily 
needs and safety. 
For the rest, I opened myself to the physical challenges of sustained daily walking over tracks 
that varied every day from muddy sludge to rocky boulder hopping to boardwalks, to my inner 
dialogue of wonder and delight at waterfalls, tarns, button grass pines, myrtle-beech forests, 
towering peaks and sweeping vistas.  Psalm 8 sprang often to mind: when I consider your 
heavens, the work of your fingers, é who are we that you should be mindful of us, who are we, 
that you should care for us? (v’s 5&6 ed.) and (back to whispering) I also opened myself to my 
whiney, self-absorbed self.  I hate the swishy, swishy sound of the clothes that person is wearing!  
Iôd better walk a bit faster or that person will keep twittering at me!  Iôm tired.  Iôm hungry ï surely 
itôs time to stop for lunch! Oh no, itôs going to start raining.  Blow Iôll have to unpack my raincoat 
and pack cover!  I’ve probably already told you too much. 
I know you mightn’t have the opportunity to make a physical pilgrimage like I did – but I reckon 
we all can make a pilgrimage over the days of Lent.  To intentionally leave behind the comforts of 
our familiar lives, perhaps to add a special intent to each day as we set out to journey with Jesus 
to Jerusalem, not bypassing the challenging parts of the journey, but arriving to find 
enlightenment and a deeper relationship with the Divine. 
 

  Ultreya,    
 Valerie 
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The Year Ahead ï2023-Onwards and Upwards!   

  A Message from Marg Carr, our Diocesan Lay Director  
There is so much to give thanks for in Cursillo Southern Queensland. Having 
travelled with Rev. Valerie Hoare and Kay Self to the National Secretariat 
Meeting in Perth last October, the realisation of our Diocesan energy for Cursillo 
stood out to me. We have a dynamic number of Cursillistas throughout our 
diocese with drive and zeal to continue the growth of Cursillo in parishes. The 

sad reality of Cursillo nationally, is that there are dioceses ‘in recess’, whilst 
others are active. We are a very active diocese and, I’m delighted to share that we 

are being progressive in our planning for our future. This year we are stepping out in faith with 
our Combined MW82 weekend. This western region weekend will be led by one Lay Director. 
Carolyn Smith from Toowoomba West parish is excited to have this opportunity and is in the 
process of contacting potential team members. Please keep her in your prayers and send her 
encouragement (if you can). This combined weekend will enable individuals, as well as couples 
to attend together (this includes team members and candidates) eliminating the extra travel 
required to attend two weekends. This will also be a bonus for our long-distance travellers, and 
we already have interested candidates. Good work sponsors! 
 

I believe that the most crucial aspect of growth in our movement is Communication – at all levels. 
A Facebook group specifically for Cursillistas to share the joys within their lives and parishes has 
many interesting posts. Are you a member? We’d love you to become a member and post about 
your parish Cursillo happenings. The Cursillo Southern Queensland webpage is managed by 
Peter Victor and is full of current news. Diocesan Servant Community, in 2022, implemented 
online Zoom Group Reunions. These are held on the first Wednesday of each month at 2pm. 
Here is the link if you’d like to join us and don’t forget your Group Reunion card. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593082519?pwd=a242S3A5OHFjQXg1MGkxSlRWNWgzQT09.   
This online communication is supplemented by networking and meeting other Cursillistas in 
person. Kay Self has been actively talking with Parish Contacts and many Ultreyas are planned 
or in the planning stage.  
 

Parish Group Reunions are an important part of our fourth day followed by attending Ultreyas 
where we can meet other parish Group Reunion members. These events are a key component of 
our fourth day at the next level. Some Parish Contacts have considered meeting neighbouring 
Parish Contacts and this would be a very positive progression.  
 

Cursillo S.Q. needs your support and Alan Gray is keen to keep the database up to date. If your 
details have changed in recent years, he’d like to hear from you. His contact information, and all 
of those on Secretariat, are found in this OWLE and on our Cursillo Southern Queensland 
website. 
 

Cursillo is a movement from the Church that focuses on helping each person to discover 
themselves, their relationship with Christ and with others. Do you remember your weekend? 
Cursillo has a proven method and offers a means of support and is a fantastic opportunity for 
people of all ages to get to know self, God and others. We can’t do it alone, we are all part of 
God’s team…..    

Together Each Achieves More! 
 

Go team……ONwards and UPwards!!!! 
 

De Colores, 
 

Marg Carr 
Diocesan Lay Director 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593082519?pwd=a242S3A5OHFjQXg1MGkxSlRWNWgzQT09
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Message from The Editor  
 

Welcome to this Easter edition of On Wings Like Eagles. This 
is my first edition! In truth, I have drafted it and the generous 
and talented Irene Moy has finished and polished it while I am 
overseas. Thank you Irene!  
 

Rev Valerie’s pilgrimage to Cradle Mountain sounds awe inspiring and is a fitting lead up to Easter.  
Congratulations to all who are newly elected parish councillors, may you inject enthusiasm and 
vitality into your parish and help reenergise any who are feeling lacklustre and tired. 
 
If Cursillo is not strong in your parish, look around you and pray about who you think you could 
nominate for MW82. Is your priest a Cursillista? Have a “Show Your Colours Day” and encourage 
existing Cursillistas. It only takes a spark and that spark could be you! Marg stresses the 
importance of communication on page 4. 
  
In this issue, we learn a little more about Gail Fulton (page 6), who has joined the Diocesan 
Servant Community for the first time and also Carolyn Smith who is the Lay Director for MW82 
(page 7).  What an exciting concept of a joint Men’s and Women’s weekend. Read Sally’s article 
on page 7 for more information. Rev. Greg March’s article on page 9 makes me wonder why we 
haven’t had a combined Cursillo in our Diocese before. 
 
Thanks to all contributors and especially to Sue Ellis who has agreed to stay on as proof reader 
as well as to Alan Gray who will organise the distribution. What a team we are blessed with! 
 
 

                                    
De Colores,   

Gay  
 

Send articles to: - 
The Editor, P O Box 3274, Birkdale 4159 
robgay.clark@gmail.com  
M 0411 148 240 
 

 

Edition  Cut-off Date for Articles  Email/Publish Date 

Winter Edition 2023 June  25th May  15th June 

Spring Edition 2023 September 31st August  21st September  

Christmas Edition 2023 December 27th November 7th December  

Lent/Easter Edition 2024 March  17th February 16th March  

mailto:robgay.clark@gmail.com
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DIOCESAN SERVANT COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
DSC has won another team-member! 
Welcome to Chris Rohde (Manly Parish), who was part of the M81 Team. 
It is wonderful to have yet another enthusiastic Cursillista step-up, without 
really knowing what they are in for! 
There is room for more! Don't be shy. 
 
As usual, I have found much to distract me from Cursillo business over the 
last month. I searched for references in our substantial collection of ACMA 
literature detailing how a Servant Community chairperson should apply to 
be sacked. Alas, there are none. I should add that to our list of small-but-
important tasks. 
 

At my most recent Group Reunion we had nine of our eleven active Manly Cursillistas. 
I came away convinced the guidelines (4 good, 6 absolute maximum) need throwing out! 
 

ULTREYA!  

Nick Crisp 
 

 

Gail Fulton 
I am a member of the Allora/Clifton Parish half way between Toowoomba and 
Warwick on the Darling Downs. This year I have had the honour of joining the 
Servant Community for our diocese as Palanca Coordinator. 

 

I was called to Cursillo in 1998 taking part as a candidate to W44A at the James Byrne Centre, 
Toowoomba. My sponsors were Rev. David Cox and his lovely wife Phyl, and I was well 
supported by other Cursillistas from the Jimboomba Parish at that time. 

 

This is a new calling for me; however, I look forward to working with and for our Cursillo 
movement online, sending our thoughts and prayers to the upcoming Cursillo Weekend, team 
members and candidates. 

  

Blessings 

Gail  Fulton  
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I think I am what is called a cradle Anglican, although I was never really involved 
in the church for many years.  Originally from Victoria, I moved to Toowoomba in 2003 to be 
closer to family.  This is where my Christian journey began.  Firstly, I took part in an Alpha 
course, which made me realise how important it was to be involved in a church community on a 
regular basis.  But it was the Cursillo weekend, W60 in 2005, that helped me understand the 
strength of God’s love and sense of belonging in a Christian community. 
As a teacher I have been working in behaviour support in a local high school, making 
connections with those students who need a lot of loving.  My faith has sustained me throughout!  
Those who need the love the most, show it the least.  I am currently recovering from bi-lateral 
knee surgery and on return to work in term two, will work with special needs students. 
I am blessed to be a mother, grandmother and great grandmother.  While some family live 
locally, many are spread around the country.  But we are all in touch and treasure the times we 
can be together. 
My parish is Toowoomba West Anglican where my involvement includes being a member of 
Parish Council and as a Liturgical Assistant.  Our church, along with other churches, is involved 
in the Winter Shelter project which provides shelter, nourishment and friendship on Saturday 
night, to the homeless for the three months of Winter.  
Being the Lay Director for MW82 is an honour but fills me with trepidation at times.  To be able to 
facilitate and share the three day weekend with others is exciting.  Please pray for strength and 
wisdom as the team comes together and for candidates to be encouraged to participate in the 
weekend.  

 

Pre -Cursillo News  

This year is a year of new adventures! God’s blessings to one and all as we 
prepare for Lent and Easter. Always remember that our God provides for us - all 
we need so that we can achieve! Think positively! Through prayer! 
 

Let’s start looking for Candidates NOW! MW82 Cursillo is booked for the Western Region for 

2023. Our new venue will be The Glennie School in Toowoomba, September 21- 24. Please 
pop these dates into your calendar. We are holding a combined Cursillo Weekend with Males 
and Females on Team for the Male and Female Candidates, all together on the one weekend 
together but in different spaces at the same venue. I am excited for this new concept. It will make 
it easier for Cursillistas to support candidates all on one weekend. 
 
Reach out, I am but a phone call away.  Would you like me to come or organise someone to visit 
and talk about Cursillo in your Parish? I AM READY, WILLING AND ABLE! I have begun already 
with the parishes in the west, chatting about Cursillo and the upcoming Weekend in September. 
The footwork has started. Please contact me for Application Forms, What is Cursillo? and The 
Three Days. 
 
Blessings and prayers as we travel new pathways, 
 

Sally Turnbull  
Pre-Cursillo Registrar 
Ph:0457 820 068 (Emailsallyerrol@bigpond.com Address:11 Birkett Street, Chinchilla 4413 ) 

mailto:sallyerrol@bigpond.com
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Greetings from  

 
  

 

I was given this cross as palanca when I was on team for W79.  

The theme of the weekend was òLoveó. When I hold it or look at it,  

I am reminded of the love that came with this gift and the love that is 
shared throughout our Cursillo movement.  These words, from St Paul 
to a community in need, are timeless and a wonderful reassurance 
that God’s love and our love for each other are the means and the 
answer to all that troubles us and delights us.  Throughout our 4th Day, 
let us share that love in all we do and say. 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Please put the following gatherings into your diaries 
 
Bundaberg West   29th April - Church of the Good Shepherd 

Toowoomba West 10th June - St Augustine’s 1:00 pm BYO lunch from 12 noon & ZOOM 

Kangaroo Point      date to be confirmed 

Peninsula               14th October - Church of Risen Christ 1:00 pm BYO lunch from 12 noon & ZOOM 

Diocesan                26th November -1:00 pm BYO lunch from 12 noon & ZOOM 

  

 

Thinking of holding an Ultreya in 2023? 
Or simply to have a chat about your Reunion Group, please contact me: I’d love to hear from 
you. 
  
Kay Self ï Post Cursillo Coordinator                    kay.self1@gmail.com                      0410630755 
 
 
 

                                      
 

 

mailto:kay.self1@gmail.com
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Combined Menôs and 
Womenôs                Reflections 
By The Reverend Greg March 
 
In 2022 I was a Spiritual Advisor on a combined Men’s and Women’s Cursillo in the Diocese of 
Grafton. So wadayareckon? Here are my thoughts…  
 
Is there anybody who has not heard the joke,   

“How many Anglicans does it take to change a light bulb?”  
Reply, “Change?”  
 

When I first did Cursillo (M18 at Noosa 1988), I was a student at St. Francis College, and as I 
looked forward to my ordination and leadership in God’s church, Cursillo gave me a fresh image 
of the Kingdom of God and inspired me with the role and mission of lay people.  
 
Since then, there has been enormous change in society with the atomisation of once held dear 
institutions, the rise of computers, internet, and social media, just to name a few things. In the 
church I have observed a gradual reduction in the number of full-time parishes, and now it seems 
to me as if the church is facing a demographic cliff, with the average age of a lot of congregations 
being well over 50.  
 
Now more than ever the original mission of Cursillo is needed and relevant. Now more than ever 
lay people need to be empowered for mission. Now more than ever clergy need to empower lay 
people to become the disciples they are called to be.  
 
The constraint theme of Mike Breen in his wonderful books is that the crisis we 
face in the church today is a discipleship crisis. I agree, and I’m of the view that 
even though Cursillo has been around for a while, its fundamentals still apply, 
and are relevant and applicable for today and our discipleship crisis.  
 
Originally, Cursillo was intended to develop a framework for mission for lay 
people in their day to day lives. Importantly it put in place a prayerful support 
structure for that. Mission is not straightforward. We have never been very good at mission, but 
still the efficacy and importance of Cursillo remains. It's a terrific teaching and support structure, if 
people do it.  
The combined Men’s and Women’s Cursillo in Grafton Diocese was a great success. It 
represented a terrific metamorphosis of Cursillo, as it sought to adapt to changing circumstances 
in society and the church, whilst also being loyal to the original Cursillo method.  
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The Anglican Parish of Waterloo Bay Cursillistas met for their first gathering in 2023. The 

weather was steamy and the praise singing was on fire as we were blessed to have 4 musicians! 
Instead of our usual Bible reading, we used Lay Director Marg Carr's Road to Emmaus 
meditation which had previously been included in the Follow Up Day. The questions raised were 
considered during our Group Reunions. Marg also gave a vote of thanks and presented a 
beautiful bunch of flowers to outgoing Parish Cursillo reps Ann and Peter.  

 

 
It doesn’t matter how you tell it, just tell it!  
This Easter day is the hope of many new begin-
nings, love, and happiness. May the essence of the 
day never depart from the things you do throughout 
the remaining part of the year.  
 

 

 



March 2023  11 

On Wings Like Eagles – Brisbane Diocese 

REMINDER ABOUT CONTRIBUTIONS  
Are you up to date with your contributions? 

 
Contributions can be made by Electronic Funds Transfer, BPoint online payment facility, or cheque or money 
order using the form below.   
 
Remember to email the Treasurer, Ann Martin-Victor, advising of your payment so that record keeping 
accuracy can be upheld.  Also notify of any changes to your contact  
details eg. address, email address, mobile number etc.  
 
Please mail the form to the Treasurer, (not the Database Coordinator or Editor).   
Please help us maintain accurate records by including all information on the form.   
Note: the name of the Parish is required, not the name of the church. 
 
Many thanks 

 Ann Martin-Victor 
 Treasurer 
 
Cursillo Treasurer 
PO Box 9265 
Wynnum Plaza Qld 4178 
 
Contact details for Ann, Cursillo Treasurer: 

 email: cursillo_sq@bigpond.com 
  mobile: 0407 029 989 

 
Voluntary Annual Contribution $.......... 
Suggested contribution is $20 per Cursillista 
 
Donation 
Your generosity is appreciated, thank you.  
 
Payment Options:  
Made payable to Anglican Cursillo Movement Brisbane. 

¶ Electronic Funds Transfer: BSB: 704 901 Account: 00002640 (please note your name/s and what the deposit is for).  

¶ BPoint online payment facility: refer to the Contributions tab on Cursillo Brisbane website  

https://cursillo-brisbane.com 

¶ Cheques, Money Orders: mail to Cursillo Treasurer, details above 

¶ Please DONôT send cash in the mail 

 
If you make an online contribution or donation, please send an email to our Treasurer, Ann, for confirmation purposes. 
 
Please note that some personal details are recorded in a database in accordance with the Brisbane Cursillo Privacy Statement 

 
Name/s ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Parish ……………………………. Email …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone Number …………………………………Mobile ……………………………………….. 

 

 
Ann Martin-Victor 
 

Treasurer 

 

mailto:cursillo_sq@bigpond.com
https://cursillo-brisbane.com/
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