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~ A Message from the Diocesan Spiritual Advisor ~ 
 

I stopped the traffic this week! 
 
I was out walking early in the morning, and I was being quietly amused by a truck turning off the 
main road, travelling so far along the side road before the driver realised his truck was too high 
for the rail bridge ahead. I watched him stop, consider his options, then start backing up. 
I paced him along the way. We got to the main road – a busy arterial road. He leant over in the 
cab, opened the passenger door and called down – Can you help? 
Sure, I said. I’ll stop the traffic for you. 
 
So, during an appropriate gap in the stream of cars and buses, I strode out to the middle and 
raised both my hands, STOP – this had better work God, I prayed. 
 
Reflecting on the moment as I walked on home, I realised that what I had done was what we’re 
called to do as Christians and as Cursillistas. (Apart from the bit about quiet amusement of 
course – that’s just to let you know that I can be ‘not nice.’) 
 
We’re called to travel in company with our family, our friends, our neighbours near and far; 
keeping an eye on them; to be present with them through the challenges of life; to serve and 
resource them as we are able and when the time comes to part, to see them on their way to live 
their own lives. 
 
I’m remembering the story of Jesus and the Widow of Nain (Luke 7:11-17). Remember how as 
he approached the gates to the town he noticed a funeral procession – a woman’s only son was 
being taken for burial. He had great compassion for the widow’s situation – and a great miracle 
followed. Jesus indeed was seen to be God with us. 
 
How and where does Cursillo encourage us to be, to live and to act as God with Us? I know you 
already know the answer but humour me. Of course, it’s through our 4th Day Groups which 
function as our support and accountability communities. As a small group of friends, we meet 
regularly to nurture our commitment to God – to share the way our faith, our commitment to 
transform our environments for Christ are being lived out in our daily lives. 
 
Now maybe you’ll never be called to stop the traffic – but maybe you’ll be picking up someone to 
take them to Church, or maybe inviting someone over for a cuppa, or reading your 
children/grandchildren stories from the Bible; simple everyday things illustrating you’re sharing 
God’s Good News in word or deed. 
 
If you’re not part of a regular 4th Day Group Reunion talk to your Parish Contact – or use the 
contact details in this OWLE to ask for help. 
 
Don’t let fear or doubt or habit stop you from taking your part in 
allowing the miracle of God With Us to be let loose in our world. 
 
De Colores 
 

Valerie Hoare – Diocesan Spiritual Advisor. 
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~ A Message from the Diocesan Lay Director ~ 
Cursillo History 
During the recent Northern Pilgrimage, we (as Cursillistas of the Diocese) were given a comprehensive 
collection of this magazine, On Wings Like Eagles, dating from the very first edition in 1986 to the Easter 
edition of 2017.  
 
Not only did we receive these OWLE’s as a record of our history, but also photographic pages of partici-
pants in each Cursillo from Men’s and Women’s 1 to M59 & W60A. These records also included our 
Teams for Brisbane SQ, who were instrumental in the formation Cursillos in New Zealand, Perth, North 
Qld, and NT. 
 
Now as Cursillistas, we all do our bit and expect nothing in return, however this 
massive effort over some 31 years is truly appreciated.  
 
Thank you, Sandra Franks (assisted by Garry), for your passion for Cursillo. 
 
What does this mean for Cursillo SQ now?   
Dating back to the beginning of my term as DLD in 2020, I spoke of embarking on 
a new decade. 
 
This collection has shone a light on our history that gives us direction for the future. 
 
We have tradition in Cursillo that shows the Love of our Lord, and the dedication of so many people in the 
Cursillo Movement who have given their time and resources to further the Cursillo cause in God’s name. 
 
In Closing 
I want to share with you, an article from Bishop George Bowning from the very first edition of OWLE. (Feb 
1986) 
 
 “It is with much joy & excitement that I greet you all in the name of our Lord. 

 
This year is going to be a most challenging one for us as we seek to establish the Cursillo Move-
ment in our Diocese. I am quite confident that as more and more people attend the weekends, the 
lives of individuals, parishes and indeed the whole Diocese will be greatly enriched. 
 
Our aim is not to establish a group of like-minded, loving and joyful people, as desirable and as 
enriching as that may be: no, our desire is to enrich the life of the whole Church. Please be on your 
guard against any form of elitism or “holy huddle” or indeed the expression of thought that Cursillo 
is an experience for a particular kind of Anglican. We do hope to touch every Parish and give equal 
opportunity to all who participate. 
 
Please pray for the leaders, especially those on Team for the various weekends.  
Give as much energy, zeal and enthusiasm as you can to the life of Cursillo. 
Expect great things from God and continue to look for renewed growth within you own life. 
 
With the assurance of my love and prayers for you all. 
 

The Right Reverend G. V. Browning 
Bishop for the Northern Region”   

           
Here we are in 2022, some 182 Cursillo Weekends later, with the same goal of enriching 
lives, Parishes, and the Diocese, in fact the whole Church as we progress to W81 and 
M81 led by Kay Self and Nick Crisp. 
 

 
De Colores and Ultreya 
Alan 
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~ A Message from The Editor ~ 
Welcome to this Winter edition of On Wings Like Eagles. Here in the South-East 
corner we have certainly started off Winter with a blast of very cold wind and 
plummeting temperatures! 
  
Rev. Sue Wilson’s beautiful HOPE cross pictured on the front cover was the focal 
point for evening prayer at Maryborough during the Pilgrimage. “GOD SHALL BE 

MY HOPE, MY STAY, MY GUIDE.” 
 
Archdeacon Valerie’s article on page 3, “I stopped the traffic this week!” encourages us to allow the 
miracle of God With Us to influence our daily lives.  
 
On page 4 our DLD, Alan Gray gives thanks to Sandra Franks for her passion of all things Cursillo over 
many years. From the first edition of this newsletter, he also quotes Bishop George Browning, reinforcing 
the purpose of Cursillo to enrich the life of the whole Church.  
 
Marg Carr writes about the magnificence of the Northern Pilgrimage on page 6. We all say a big thank you 
to Sally Turnbull for planning the Pilgrimage and continue to pray for her as she recovers.  
 
Pilgrimage news from Max and Kay in Gayndah and Rev. Marilyn’s Fourth Day Pilgrimage can be found 
on pages 7, 8 and 9. Check out the photo of Pilgrims in Maryborough!  
 
Page 10 has all the Cursillo dates for the year in Kay’s Post Cursillo Report. A very busy calendar indeed! 
 
Gay asks if Cursillo is alive and well in your parish on page 11. Yes! Yes! Yes!   
 
Men’s and Women’s 81 teams and the Follow Up Day team were commissioned at St Mark’s, Daisy Hill 
on 21st May. Read about this on page 12.  
 
Sandra’s gift of her collection of 3 day weekend photos and folders of On Wings Like Eagles brought great 
joy to all gathered in Maryborough. Read precious words from the first edition on pages 13 and 14.  
 
Marg Carr has started Zoom Group Reunions with the first one held on June 1st. The next one is on July 
6th at 2pm. Find the link on page 14.  
 
For contributions and donations, all the detailed information from treasurer, Ann Martin-Victor is included 
on page 15.  
 
Thank you to the many people who contribute to this newsletter. Please continue to send articles! 
Original articles, prayers, poems, photos are needed, encouraged and welcomed. Handwritten, 
email, text messages – send them all!  

 
See the cut-off dates for each edition below.  
 
Send articles to: - 
The Editor, 110 Fort Road, Oxley 4075 
irenemmoy@gmail.com 
M 0402 901 159 
 

Thank you in anticipation, Irene   If anyone is looking for this butterfly painting  

it is at Portside in Brisbane!    

Edition  Cut-off Date for Articles  Email/Publish Date 

Spring Edition 2022 September 31st August  21st September  

Christmas Edition 2022 December 27th November 7th December  

Lent/Easter Edition 2023 March  17th February 16th March  

Winter Edition 2023 June  25th May  15th June 

mailto:irenemmoy@gmail.com


6                                                                                                                                            June 2022 

On Wings Like Eagles – Brisbane Diocese 

Diocesan Servant Community NEWS! 
Over the weekend of April 30 to May 2, over 80 people were involved in the 
Northern Pilgrimage. Most travelled and did the whole pilgrimage, while some 
were the crucial support crew in the hosting parishes. Others did two or three 
of the stops along the way.  
 
Sally Turnbull was the powerhouse of organisation, supported by the parishes 
of Gympie, Bundaberg West, Gayndah and finally Maryborough. Unfortunately 
for Sally, she broke her leg days before the pilgrimage was to start. That put 
her out of action and she is still recovering and is in Rehab at Toowoomba as 
this OWLE goes to print. We all wish Sally a good recovery. Notably, Ann 

Morris from Maryborough was a victim of the Covid Curveball and, despite organising the two 
functions at Maryborough, was unable to join us.  
 
Marg Carr from Diocesan Servant Community has endeavoured to send the 
beautiful Pilgrimage souvenirs to those who had booked in but were unable, 
mostly due to ill health, to participate in the weekend. A huge thank you to 
Greg Self, husband of Kay Self (Post Cursillo and Lay Director for W81 this 
year) for his superb craftsmanship in making the Pilgrimage fridge magnets.  
 
Here’s how it all unfolded. Our first stop was at St Peter’s Anglican church 
Gympie. Fr Shaji led the proceedings, and this function was a great lesson in ingenuity. 
Unfortunately, the original venue, St John’s Place was affected by serious flooding in Gympie 
and so the whole of St Peter’s church was turned into a wonderful dining venue. Thank you 
everyone at Gympie for your resilience, fortitude, hospitality and Mini Ultreya which followed 
lunch.  

 
Bundaberg West welcomed the travellers at the vibrant and welcoming Good 
Shepherd Anglican Community Church. More pilgrims joined in the fun and a 
lively Ultreya unfolded after a scrumptious bar-b-que dinner.  
 
Sunday morning saw everyone gather at St Matthew’s Anglican Church in 
Gayndah for an 11am service, followed by a lunch, trivia and more singing 
around the long tables.  
 

Maryborough hosted the final evening and morning of this wonderful pilgrimage, treating the 
large group of pilgrims to dinner, complete with Ultreya after dinner. This was followed by a 
sumptuous breakfast the following morning. Rev. Sue Wilson sent everyone off with a blessing 
and each departed to various points in the diocese.  
 
It was a memorable pilgrimage.  
We all owe a huge thank you to 
Sally and her fabulous parish 
teams who made it so successful.  

 

Marg Carr  
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On behalf of the Gayndah Cursillo Committee, “A Huge Thank you” to Alan Gray 
and Sally Turnbull and all of the organising team, who included a Gayndah service 
and lunchtime visit within the Gympie, Bundaberg, Maryborough Pilgrimage tour. 
 
While our group is few in number, we had enough helpers for the prep days, and 
people on the ground to cover all areas on the day. 
 
What a day it was! Morning tea 
and treasure hunt for the early 
comers, followed by a meaningful 
Spirit filled service, led by Rev. 
David Snape. 
The church resounded with the 
uplifting, joyous voices of praise. 
A special thank you to St 
Matthew’s mistress of music, 
Judith Woodman Huth on piano, 
accompanied by Freshwater’s very skilled tambourine player, Fran Spring. 
 
A rare treat, for those still working in and about the church area following the 
service, was a mice clearing rendition on St Matthew’s mostly dormant, unique, 
pedal organ. Howie Greaver from Bulimba raised music to the rafters, when 
showing Judith some of its complexities. 
 
Within the gathering of visitors, it was wonderful to catch up with some of the 
newest, along with a number of Team Members from the recent M80 and W80. 
Putting people to names, of the many we didn’t know, was also a joyful experience. 
 
With everyone gathered in the hall, Rev. Valerie Hoare respectfully gave prayerful 
thanks, praise and remembrance, in readiness for a meal of nibblies, a meal of a 
variety of choices of soup, before an array of sweets. 
 
Such a day could not conclude without a Cursillo style energising singalong, with 
Judith once again on the piano.  It was then time for us to say our farewells, for 
everyone to be back on the road, for the evening programme, and to conclude the 
Pilgrimage in Maryborough. 
 
Our grateful thanks, to Ann Morris and Sally Turnbull, the organisers, who sadly 
were unable to take part in the Pilgrimage journey. Our appreciation to everyone 
who so generously helped along the way and to those who were able to make the 
journey, making the 2022 Pilgrimage so very special. 

 
Max and Kay Wharton 
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Over breakfast on the last day of the pilgrimage, at Maryborough, I shared 

these thoughts about how our Cursillo fourth day is a continuing pilgrim-

age of our spiritual lives. 

For over one thousand years, The Camino has been a pilgrim trail across 

northern Spain which leads to the tomb of Saint James the Apostle in the city 

of Santiago de Compostela. 

PREPARATION  

Undertaking any pilgrimage requires intentional preparation and training. Rod and I spent 12 

months, walking many trails, building up our stamina and muscles for the task of travelling the 

Camino.  

Each cursillo weekend, the dedicated teams prayerfully and diligently prepare for the programme. 

The sponsors encourage and support their candidate to understand the commitment required to 

undertake the 3-day cursillo experience. Prayerful preparation builds resilience and fortitude. 

GROUP REUNION 

Each pilgrim must make their own unique journey, setting out in faith and 

trusting that God is calling them onwards. Each day we set out to walk the 

way, seeking to follow the signs and markers along the road or on the build-

ings.  We were always encouraged by the company of other pilgrims, both 

ahead and behind. 

At the beginning of each day, we set out not knowing where we would lay our 

heads that night but gratefully trusting that God would provide a resting place. We were wel-

comed into many wonderful refuges and communities who provided hospitality to travellers on 

the road. The delight in sharing with others the joy of each day over simple meals and listening to 

each pilgrims’ stories of miracle encounters and provision. The blessing of the ministry of foot 

washing for tired and sore feet was indescribable. The faith communities blessing of the pilgrims’ 

services ministered to our souls.  

As we journey on into the fourth day, we need to remember to take the opportunity to travel with 

others, in group reunion. Whether it is with a large establish group in the parish, or with a friend, 

or even on zoom, it means continuing to walk each day with purpose and in prayer trusting God 

to direct and guide our path. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTON 

The greatest encouragement we discovered was to seek the company of those who had done 

the journey before us. This was invaluable advice as well as challenging us to be well prepared 

for what lay ahead.    

With our spiritual pilgrimage it is vital to search and pray for someone whose wisdom and 

knowledge we can rely upon into the future. 

The person may be a trusted clergy, or soul friend or a person trained in Spiritual direction. The 

important message is not to travel alone but seek God’s direction through the times you may not 

clearly see or know the way ahead. 
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As we walked the paths each day, many of the people in the countryside, would call to us, “BON 

CAMINO!”, (good journey), this was such a huge encouragement and would lift the spirit. Every-

one needs a strong coach on the sideline to cheer us onwards or pick us up when we stumble. 

ULTREYA……….ONWARD AND UPWARD 

Many times we encountered the word Ultreya written on the road or on signs on the pathways. 

One I remember said 57km to go, which meant 200km were behind us, and was such an encour-

agement! 

Ultreya gatherings are varied and widely available in our Diocese and such a wonderful oppor-

tunity to come, to celebrate, share, witness, sing, worship, and pray together. Each gives us the 

opportunity to meet with dear treasured friends, plus welcome and make new friends. 

We hope to meet you along the journey. 

A PILGRIM’S PRAYER 

MAY THE ROAD RISE TO MEET YOU 

MAY THE WIND BE ALWAYS AT YOUR BACK 

MAY THE SUNSHINE WARM UPON YOUR FACE 

AND RAIN FALL SOFT UPON YOUR FIELDS 

AND UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN 

MAY GOD HOLD YOU IN THE HOLLOW OF HIS HAND. 

There were many rough spots and high points and long tiresome days. Each day was filled with 

many surprises and challenges to overcome, but the joy of the last day as we walked into the city 

to gather with thousands of pilgrims in the cathedral, was a true glimpse of heaven. 

Ultreya          

Rev. Marilyn Cullen, 

Spiritual Advisor,  

Diocesan Servant Community  

  

Pilgrims at Maryborough 2022 
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Greetings from Post Cursillo  

The theme for Bribie Island’s Ultreya, on Saturday 28th May, was Keep Pressing Onward. 
Rod Cullen, the witness speaker, reminded us that Jesus came to serve, not to be served and 
that we have all been given different gifts of the Spirit to be used to serve Him and each other. So 
let us all keep pressing onward to the prize that God has called us to do.   

 
In response, Rev. Bill Crossman encouraged us all to be people who 
welcome all guests to our tables, as if they were Christ, because it is in 
those uncomfortable places that God meets us and shows us that there is 
no limit to who can enter into God’s love.  
Hospitality - Perseverance - Service = A very Cursillo Way 
 

 

 

Upcoming Cursillo Events  
Please put the following gatherings into your diaries 

ULTREYAS 
Bayside                       

2 July: All Saints’ Redland Bay,10:00 am, morning tea from 9:15am IN PERSON only 
 

Maroochydore 

30 July: St Peter’s,1:00 pm, BYO lunch from 12 noon IN PERSON only  
 

Peninsula 

8 October: Risen Christ, Deception Bay,1:00 pm, BYO lunch from 12 noon and live-streamed ZOOM 
 

Highfields 

15 October: St Anne’s,1:00 pm, BYO lunch from 12 noon and live-streamed ZOOM 
 

Diocesan  

19 November: St Matthew’s Sherwood,1:00 pm, BYO lunch from 12 noon and live-streamed ZOOM  
 

WEEKENDS Women’s 81   8-11 September   &  Men’s 81   15-18 September 
 

WANTED: Candidates from your Parish to make their Cursillio at M81 and W81 in 2022. 
Look around your congregations for worshippers who are looking to learn more about their faith, 
who are looking to have an encounter with Jesus and to experience God’s love in Christian 
community.   
 

THEN WHAT: https://www.cursillo-brisbane.com  You will find information about sponsoring a 
candidate and FAQs that will help you to inform prospective candidates about the 3-day 

weekends. 
 

Thinking of holding an Ultreya in 2022 or 2023? 
Or simply to have a chat about your Reunion Group, please contact me, I’d love 
to hear from you. Kay Self – Post Cursillo Coordinator kay.self1@gmail.com 
         M 0410 630 755 

 
 

mailto:kay.self1@gmail.com
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Yes, it is in our parish! We have an active core of about 14 cursillistas plus a few more. We have 
one candidate who has paid for W81, and we are praying for a few more! What makes us differ-
ent from other parishes? Do we have a secret? NO!!! 

What we do have is the Holy Spirit working mightily through our members out in the parish - in 
bible study groups, mainly music, parish council - everywhere! The loving, prayerful consideration 
and care that is a mark of Cursillo is abundant and infectious. 

Our parish contact, Ann Martin-Victor, organises afternoon sessions of prayer, praise and ques-
tions every 6 weeks and keeps us up to date with the wider Cursillo community. We organise a 
fundraiser to help send our candidates to the 3 day weekends and “show our colours” every 5th 
Sunday to foster curiosity in the parish. 

My Cursillo experiences have been positive and I would love others to have that same experi-
ence! Being "on team" was even better than the original and I am happy to be "on team" again for 
W81.  

If Cursillo has become quiet in your parish, pray, pray, pray! It starts with you! The rewards are 
so fulfilling! Are you too old, too tired, too infirm? Everyone can pray! We are all getting older! As 
well as looking for friends, try praying for younger candidates as well! You may be surprised! 

De Colores 

Gay Clark 

Parish of Waterloo Bay  

 

 

 

Jeanette Paulsen, a member of the Anglican Parish of Waterloo Bay, died 
on March 30. Jeanette was much loved by her husband Rev. Jim Cosgrove, 
her family and her many friends. Her funeral was held on April 12 at Saint 
Peter’s, Wynnum. Jeanette made her Cursillo at Women's 67A in 2010. May 
she rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

Kathryn Saffery died on 1 June and her funeral was held at St Matthew’s 
church, Sherwood on June 13. Many Cursillistas plus a crowded church said 
farewell to Kathryn. She made her Cursillo in the very early days of Cursillo in 
this diocese and was an active and long-time supporter of Mother's Union, the 
Anglican Church and many community organisations. Kathryn was loved by all 
for her faithful and inspirational life and love for her family and others. 
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The commissioning of Teams for Women’s and Men’s 81 and the Follow Up Team was held at   
St Mark’s, Daisy Hill on Saturday 21st May. 

 

  

Training Days for WM81: 

25 June  

9 July 

23 July 

6 August 

20 August  

Please pray for Kay and Nick  

and their Teams. 

 

Women’s 81 - September 8 to 11; Theme “Clothe yourself in Christ Jesus” 

Men’s 81 – September 15 to 18; Theme “Sent by our Lord”  

Camp Tamborine, 237 Beacon Road, North Tamborine 
 
Follow Up Day MW81 – October 1 
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ON WINGS LIKE EAGLES – HISTORY REVISITED  
 
 
 
In Maryborough when Sandra 
produced her folders of  
On Wings Like Eagles,  
3 day group photos and  
documents from the beginning 
of the Cursillo movement in this 
diocese everyone  
gathered around to reminisce.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following has been taken from the first Brisbane Diocesan Cursillo  
Newsletter before this publication became known as On Wings Like Eagles - 
OWLE. “Those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar 
like eagles.” Isaiah 40:31. 
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The First Spiritual Director for Cursillo in Brisbane was Rev. Bruce 
Worthington who was then Rector of St Mark’s, The Gap Parish. He wrote the 
following for the first newsletter:- 
 

 

As Father Bruce writes in this article, Our Group Reunions are essential if we 
are to remain effective in our own Christian Environment. We now have Zoom 
Group Reunions available to us all. Thank you to Marg Carr for stepping out 
in faith to create this opportunity for us to group together regardless of our 
circumstance.  

 

Having trouble getting to a Cursillo  

Group Reunion?  

ZOOM Group Reunions have commenced. 
If you missed the first one on June 1,  

the next Group Zoom will be on Wednesday, July 6 at 2 pm. 

To join, hit this link and don’t forget your group reunion card:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593082519?pwd=a242S3A5OHFjQXg1MGkxSlRWNWgzQT09 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82593082519?pwd=a242S3A5OHFjQXg1MGkxSlRWNWgzQT09
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REMINDER ABOUT CONTRIBUTIONS  
Are you up to date with your contributions? 

 
Contributions can be made by Electronic Funds Transfer, BPoint online payment facility, or cheque or money 
order using the form below.   
 
Remember to email the Treasurer, Ann Martin-Victor, advising of your payment so that record keeping 
accuracy can be upheld.  Also notify of any changes to your contact  
details eg. address, email address, mobile number etc.  
 
Please mail the form to the Treasurer, (not the Database Coordinator or Editor).   
Please help us maintain accurate records by including all information on the form.   
Note: the name of the Parish is required, not the name of the church. 
 
Many thanks 

 Ann Martin-Victor 
 Treasurer 
 
Cursillo Treasurer 
PO Box 9265 
Wynnum Plaza Qld 4178 
 
Contact details for Ann, Cursillo Treasurer: 

 email: cursillo_sq@bigpond.com 
  mobile: 0407 029 989 

 
Voluntary Annual Contribution $.......... 
Suggested contribution is $15 per Cursillista 
 
Donation 
Your generosity is appreciated, thank you.  
 
Payment Options:  
Made payable to Anglican Cursillo Movement Brisbane. 

• Electronic Funds Transfer: BSB: 704 901 Account: 00002640 (please note your name/s and what the deposit is for).  

• BPoint online payment facility: refer to the Contributions tab on Cursillo Brisbane website  

https://cursillo-brisbane.com 

• Cheques, Money Orders: mail to Cursillo Treasurer, details above 

• Please DON’T send cash in the mail 

 
If you make an online contribution or donation, please send an email to our Treasurer, Ann, for confirmation purposes. 
 
Please note that some personal details are recorded in a database in accordance with the Brisbane Cursillo Privacy Statement 

 
Name/s ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Parish ……………………………. Email …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Phone Number …………………………………Mobile ……………………………………….. 

 

 
Ann Martin-Victor 
 

Treasurer 

 

mailto:cursillo_sq@bigpond.com
https://cursillo-brisbane.com/
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